LEADING BY EXAMPLE

T this years Philanthropy Issue, we bring you the stories of educators
ted here in alphabeticalorder). e :

by Jackson Parr
When visitors take theirfivst trip

o Washington Island they often
exclaim how incredible i Is to Tave
such a thriving community in'such

a remote locale, Perkups it's because
they irnagine a sense of isolation

that they don't fecl on the mainland
Perhaps they had a rough ferry ride.
Or perhaps they just haven't met

Donna Briesemeister yet.

Briesemeister has spent more
than three decades on Washington
Island, and many of those years
teaching music in the Washington
Island Sehool District, which, &t
70 students, is the smallest in
Wisconshi.

When the district cut the program,
the Washington Island Music
Festival stepped in to revive a
music-appreciation course. Before
long, Briesemelster was providging
music lessons and classes that went
well beyond the modest salary

she receives from the festival's
administrators.

“Music is a bonding element, and
shat is part of our appreciation: what
the music does for us collectively,”
Driesemeister sald, “The music

brings people together.”

Hara Rutledge, president of the
Washington Island Music Festival,
said they jurnped gt the chance 10
support Donna i her work with
students.

“Ghe loves it,” Rutledge said. “1 think
this is her life, and she keeps doing
more and more things. We think she
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is doing a superb job, and we are
hehind her 100 percent.”

Brissemelster believes in the power
& ronisie to bulld comrounity.

“$We really don't have enough people
in the school to perform, but my
studerits are able to perforem with
the cormunity concert band,”
Brissemeister sald. “Thereisa bond,
community-wise, in peing gble to
participate together”

In the case of Washington island’s
community band, the musicians her
students meet can include former

Chicago Symphony performers
and othersof national renown.

Briesemeister conipares ibto LeBron

Jarnes showing up for your local
pickup basketbdll gare.

“1'g gonazing how many people did
[the band], some of whom had net
fonched an instrument in many
years,” Rutledge said: “It grew to be
so popular that sssentially we cut it
Toose and let her run with it.”

She speaks of her work as erjoyment

rather than obligation.

sepants dne whole business of
community and love,” Briesermeister
said. “It'e my privilege to have the
opportanity to be in their lives

and to affirm thern and give them

confidenice.”

n more than three decades on
Washington Istand, Briesemelster

has taught multiple garerations of
some families.

“This is part of my contribution to
tage because their parents
were my students” Briegyermeister
said, “There is a trust factor thatis
irreplaceable.”

Brisseraeister ie acutely aware of
what it takes to build corumunity,
and she shows no signs of slowing
down.

“My fecling is, even though thete
is pressure we feel, we still by
something to demonstrate 2t
human compassion and ©
that the world is hugey ©
still exists.” Briesemeister sal

belipve progratn and the
community involverment enhance and
nvigorate the sense of community.”




